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INTERNATIONAL FIREFIGHTERS’ DAY 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Emergency Services) [2.19 pm]: I would like to take this opportunity 
to inform the house about International Firefighters’ Day. Held on 4 May each year, the day recognises the 
contributions made by firefighters, including those who have made the ultimate sacrifice. 

In Western Australia, we mark this important event with a memorial service at the Firefighters’ Memorial Grove 
in Kings Park on the first Sunday in May. It was a great honour to attend and acknowledge our firefighters for their 
extraordinary commitment, their exceptional courage and their service, and sometimes, tragically, their sacrifice. The 
service is a moving tribute to fallen firefighters across Western Australia, including those who have lost their lives 
in the line of duty. I joined past and current firefighters, family members and the community to commemorate the 
memory of those who are no longer with us and to reflect on the incredible work that our firefighters do every day. 
For the first time, the service was livestreamed, allowing those in regional areas, across Australia and overseas to 
be part of the emotional service. 

The work of a firefighter is often dangerous and difficult. It is particularly important to acknowledge our firefighters’ 
dedication following the recent bushfire season, which was one of the most destructive in years. Bushfires in 
Red Gully and Wooroloo saw firefighters from across Western Australia come together to protect lives and homes. 
Although the fires had a devastating impact on the community, with the Wooroloo bushfire burning more than 
10 000 hectares and causing extensive damage, fortunately, no lives were lost. 

I acknowledge the resilience, courage and tenacity of the responding firefighters, who worked tirelessly day and 
night to protect the community. It was a great honour to recognise all our firefighters, both career and volunteer, 
who are on standby ready to respond to an emergency. 

The emotional service included the reading of the fallen firefighters’ honour roll, which includes the names of 
69 Western Australian firefighters who have the given the ultimate sacrifice. To those individuals and their 
families, we are eternally grateful for their contribution. They have left a legacy of courage and service. I am sure 
that all members of the house will join me in acknowledging and thanking the thousands of career and volunteer 
firefighters who work day in, day out to keep our state safe. 

Members: Hear, hear! 
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